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WISCONSIN EDUCATIONAL MEDIA ASSOCIATION

June 2, 2001

Senator David Hanson
Room 19 South

State Capitol

P.O. Box 7882
Madison 53707-7882

Dear Senator Hanson:

I am writing to thank you for being willing to listen to the Wisconsin Educational Media Association’s (WEMA’s)
concerns and for taking the time to reply to my letter. I realize how difficult this budget process is, especially in light of
decreased revenue estimates. However, the educational related items are worthy of your support and are very important to
the 1200 members of WEMA and to the people, your constituents, whom we serve.

Previously, I had expressed WEMA'’s concern about the potential loss of the Department of Public Instruction School |
Library Media Consultant position in the Division for Libraries, Technology, and Community Learnipg{DLTCL). It was

recently made vacant by Richard Sorensen's retirement. I noted that, in his capacity as the DLTCL School Library Media
Consultant, Dick Sorensen provided many valuable services for school districts and school library media centers.

Another valuable service, Mr. Sorensen provided was coordination of the Governor’s Wisconsin Educational Technology
Conference. After his retirement, another person in the DLTCL has temporarily assumed responsibility for managing this
innual conference. The next conference is scheduled for the KI Conference Center in Green Bay in the fall of 2001.
Although the Department of Public of Public Instruction has staff experienced in managing this conference, the ___
Governor's budget recommendations include a provision for a new 1.0 FTE TEACH Wisconsin staff position and related
funding to manage the Governor’s Wisconsin Educational Technology Conference (GWETC). Instead of creating a new
position. why not use these funds to maintain an existing position that incorporates the GWETC responsibilities in
addition to providing the leadership and guidance school administrators and school library media specialists need going

into the 21st Century? —

[ am writing to ask you to work with the members of the Joint Finance Committee members and during caucuses to make
the School Library Media Consultant position permanent through a line item in the budget. Funding for this permanent
position could come from the proposed permanent GWETC manager position in the proposed TEACH budget.

Please give this request serious consideration. I look forward to working with you this session.

Sincerely.

James M. Bowen, President

Wisconsin Educational Media Association

2414 Pecan Street, Green Bay. Wi 54311.

(920) 468-8936

District Library Media/Audiovisual Coordinator.

Green Bay Area Public Schools.

200 South Broadway Street. Green Bay. Wl 54303.

(920) $48-2030

E-Mail: bowenim/Znetnet.net or jbowen'd greenbav k2. wi.us

Promoting Excellence in Educational Media Programs
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TO SENATE SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1,
TO 2001 SENATE BILL 55
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SDC.......Keckhaver — CN3510, Position for DPI library division
FoR 2001-03 BUDGET — NoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION

CAUCUS SENATE AMENDMENT
TO SENATE SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1,
TO 2001 SENATE BILL 55

At the locations indicated, amend the substitute amendment as follows:

1. Page 1350, line 14: after that ﬁne insert: ’

“(7x) POSITION INCREASE. The authorized FTE positions for thé department of
public instruction are increased by 1.0 PR position, to be funded from the
appropriation under section 20.255 (1) (ke) of the statutes.”. |

2. Page 1355, line 14: after that line insert:

“(4x) POSITION DECREASE. The authorized FTE positions for the technology for
educational achievement in Wisconsin, funded from the appropriation under section
20.275 (1) (g) of the statutes, are decreaéed by 1.0 PR position.”.

(END)




